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e -3.80 peat 3690 * 100 2223—19358C  N-3411
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Radiocarbon datings of uppermost sediments
in the coastal plains in Japan.

Kumiko KAWASE

Department of Geography, Nagoya University
Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya 464-8601, Japan

Over the past few decades a considerable number of studies have been made
on the sediments and geomorphic developments of the coastal plains in
Japan. However, little attention has been given to the uppermost sediments.
The author consider that the raiocarbon datings of that sediments help to
understand the patterns of the expantion of deltas and to reconstruct the
terrestrial environmental changes during the Holocene.

This paper introduces the example of the Yahagi River Lowland in the
central Japan. In this lowland, the following results were obtained by
using sedimentological analysis of boring-core data, AMS '“C dating
diatom analysis, and archaeological data. '

The subaerial-delta expanded widely during ca. 3,000-2,500 yr BP in the
northern part of this area. This remarkable expansion of delta was
possibllﬁr influenced by the minor sea-level changes in the late Holocene
: so-called ' Yayoi Minor Regression'.

And fluvial influence was dominant in the periods around 2,000 yr BP
and ca. 1,400-1,200 yrBP. These changes of sedimentary environments were

possibility influenced by the climatic change and/or some human

activities.
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