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Radiocarbon Dating of Cultural Properties
by a Tandetron AMS at Nagoya University

— 14C age, Calibrated age and Historical age —

Hirotaka ODA

Dating and Materials Research Center, Nagoya University

A so-called second-generation Tandetron AMS will provide us radiocarbon ages
of the cultural properties with high precision, high accuracy and high reproducibility.
As technology advances, the researchers are required to make efforts to decrease
uncertainty of radiocarbon age which is generated by unskillfulness in the chemical
treatments and incorrect calculation. In addition, the researchers should recognize the
following points. |

- the dating of the cultural property is not a purpose but a method.

+ the radiocarbon age is merely one of many characters which can be extracted from
the cultural property.

- the purpose of this kind of chronological study is to pursue the historical age when

the property existed as a tool.
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