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+20 +27 1479 (1494, 1503, 1508) 1525, 1559 (1600, 1614) 1630
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Radiocarbon age of an ancient Japanese document

Oda, H.? and Masuda, T.2

1) Center for Chronological Research, Nagoya University, Nagoya 464-8602, Japan
2) Aichi Bunkyo University, Komaki, Aichi 485-0802, Japan

This paper reports radiocarbon age of an ancient document which is a copy of a letter
written by Mokujiki Ogo (1537-1608). Based on the content of the letter, it is clear that the original
letter was written in AD1596. Although the document has a sender’s name “Mokujiki Ogo”, an
addressee’s name and a date (July 13), the handwriting is different from that of other genuine
letters of Mokujiki @go. Therefore, the document seems to be a copy. The calibrated radiocarbon
age of the copied document was 1479-1525, 1559-1630 [cal AD). The original letter was written in
AD1596 by Mokujiki Ogo (1537-1608); consequently, radiocarbon dating indicated that the

document was written in the end of 16th or the early 17th century.
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