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14C dating of the wood pieces in Kannongawa Debris Avalanche
Deposit in Shimogo Town, Fukushima Prefecture
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Abstract

Kannongawa Debris Avalanche Deposit (KDAD) is distributed in Shimogo Town,
Fukushima Prefecture, northeast Japan, and was formed as the result of a huge
catastrophic collapse of the slope of Mt.Kannonsan. The total volume of KDAD
was estimated at 0.25 km3. Three wood piece samples were collected in the
surface unconsolidated part of the KDAD, and were dated by accelerator mass
spectrometric 4C dating at the Nagoya University Center for Chronological
Research. Two of the wood piece samples, including the sample which seemed to
show signs of artificial processing, indicated that their 14C dates were too old to
measure. On the other hand, a wood branch sample, which was found at the same
locality as the other two samples, showed the 14C dating result of BP 17,350 + 40
that coincided with the 14C age of KDAD in the previous study. Consequently we
had to abandon the working hypothesis that the wood pieces were fragments of a
Paleolithic house, and were rolled in the debris avalanche at about BP 17,350.
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