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Estimating the dead year and decomposition rate of coarse woody debris
using radiocarbon (14C)
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Abstract

Coarse woody debris (CWD) include large woody litter such as boles, snags, and stumps
and are major components of organic carbon in forest ecosystems, accounting for more than 40% of
the aboveground biomass in some forests. In the present study, we develop a new method using
radiocarbon dating to estimate the dead year and decomposition rates of CWD. The method merits
the estimation of dead year for bulk CWD samples that are either drilled or excised as a disk. We
establish mathematical models that incorporate the diameter of sample, allometric relationship
between diameter and tree age, and background values of atmospheric “CQO:2 concentration to
construct reference curves for the estimated 1*C values of bulk CWD sample with respect to the
dead year. We verified the accuracy of this method by measuring A“C values for five CWD
samples (diameter of 20-23 cm, dead year known or unknown) collected in a subalpine forest in
central Japan and comparing the estimated values of dead years and decomposition rates with

those previously observed.
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1. LI

M AHKESEST (coarse woody debris, LA CWD) BHEMKICELETHEARLE BRI, Yy
DRBEOAREY ¥ —%4E7, £ OFRKICBNT, CWD OHREFERIIHM EROLFRMEDOK 3 4
DICELTREBYEMICEELRBRER CHS (Harmon et al. 1986), CWD (T /= Rkn
—REWNWOEMREOE AT EER2LELTRY, IEHENOZIRREFT CHLEDER
RNV R EDERSYEIZZ LV, ZOH CWD iZHfEEICE > TRAALIZK WEDTHY |, £<
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DOFMHITBNT 10100 F2 W5 RHRA—F—CHEL., o< V3B E5 (Berg and
McClaugherty 2003), Z® X 51z CWD i35 EHR T 2 RBEOTEB2FERE, SHRHRE 2o
ThY, TORMNRGBHABER~D Z LEIHFHEBRORRBR BRI I LTHETH S,

CWD O REIX, KERRBICE LR IBRTEEOEICEEN L Tiin o (&
R C k. BpIT ) & LTFMEXNS (Olson 1963), CWD O R E €M OHEEIZIL
)= AERLSAVLNRTELER, COFETCREESEROMERICSH S CWD Rz
ONWT, BREOHERE BEFERFHE L ToM 0 A HR T 5 (Harmon et al. 1986),
Z®%H CWD REOLMEERIZOWTIL, CWD EiZE#E Lo BAHES ofER» SRR £
FHE LY., CWD OEREOHEELER F — L 2 BAIOERDE & el U CHIFEL #ET
B Y0FERAVGRTE R, LHALIALOFEIZIT, ZEEIZE L, #ERKE W, JliE
IR RN E R EOMBESRRH Y, CWD ORFRRELZED D LCohiT Lo TW e,
L VEET, BFRMEAEL ., ENRBIE CHAEFEEZHE TSI TFELBERTILNERD S,

AT, BSERRAMA (14C) OREIZEIHF LV CWD OFfREEER I S EHE O
WEFHEEHZIKERL, FORPHEEZRM Lz, ¥C ERFERTHTREBOERMER LiITAN
LIWTHEAFREL TSR, ZhE CWD OSEFRICIGA L CTENR ¢EiEic CWD o#izEsE
BLUBEEZ RO LN TENE, FHEBZEATORBIREZ{BARTEI2bOLHREE
o, THETICH UC % AVT CWD O E 23 E L5645 %5 (Daniels et al. 1997;
Kueppers et al. 2004), Z i 6O EfTHE TiL, FEimOARLHEMR CWD 238 LT, FDH
bAMNZATE T DO —FEFRRL T AMC 2 ETZ 2 LILL-T, BEEOREWVWERSES
NTW53, LM LIZIOFETIE, 2 OEEMED X 5 ITEROFHE: CWD X, FRAHERT
ZRVIE LB OEA TS CWD ORFEERERRETH S,

ZZTHEMETIE, CWD 287 (FUA) BER2WLHE (FrR27) #EE LT, HEED
£ S L O CERLEBSICEA TSR CWD ONBEOHETEERF Lz, 7. 8L
7= CWD OER, ERELERE OBREERTEI7TeA MY —K, BLURKFO 4UCOBE DR
T —FIZESNT, CWD ORISR & AUCHER E OBRERRT DI 77 LR -7
EER LRI, OV 77 LA I—71Z CWD BBO AUC ERMEZ Y TixH b2 & ¢, CWDHR
BORKEFEZWE Lz, AR T, ZOMEEOHREME . B\ INIAEHAF L T 5
LT, MEEREAOFEEERM L., Sl OREFOHREBIZESHTEH LN CWD O
SEEEER Y, HROMETELI VBN OREEOHEME LT A2 LT, REBITXS
SR ERE DR E R L,

2. ML T
2-1. AEOEHR
IRt BB V2 v 1 T B 1L DA TS 2050m 127 B 42 A LS EER CEEL L7 CWD R &2 o1

v, TR OETFEERIRR 3-4°C. £EEKEIL 2600mm T$H 5 (Tianet al. 1997), b7 B,
FAVIFEY, YIFEY, aAVHTO 4 BOHERPELS TS (Mori and Takeda 2004), Z O
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HEHTIL CWD (BAB LUK, ER 10cm UA L) O® 2B L URBBRES T CiziThh
TEY . T bD7—%inb CWD OHRZFE, YHEHEE . BEREFLIL TV 5 (Katsumata 2006),

ABFFECik, Katsumata (2008) SBEE L7z CWD #2055, BEREMOEEN 20cm BE
T, BFRREORLS 5 AoBIARRE % 1C 2Tt AV (R 1D, CWD OBHBRERESE L X
HNAEEICL YV BATRENIZESZEATE Y, BIRICOVTIIRE L MESHE L T LT
BHRSMOBEHE 1 b, HEZXZA LB TCERVIEVEABEATHWIEHES S TD5
BERICRr EhTW% (Sollins 1982), BEFE 1~3 DAL (98-20-2. 154-20, 82-20) i%. 2005
#£8 iz, BEOBRICL VENODMTBERTEHINTHWABEANLBRLEZ, &E 24cm,
Ef0.9em OATHARY /By MEELEEBRK FUALEZAWT BAORED SBAOBME M
WX LTHEAL 2D LS, oflEZm»- T CEREFRIIZ) FIATCEALLEERIIELNS
ABESFTRARE Lk, FUARPFLEET, HH500EPO08EZ R CRAMORET E CERET
HE OB, R Lo T, FLEZER LEZXBEEZRET, RANOREOFIIE TH
LLEBEbLH ok, TRAEOSIICTITAWVEN-72, Katsumata (2006) (2 .LdhoF
BETLIAEALTWRWRABRBEEN T, BHE 4.5 ORE (OTK4-1, OTK5-9) i3H6%E
FEAHTHY, 2004 £ 9 ARV FY—FAWTEE—E (7—11.5cm) O¥XMIRH D W iXEH
DF 4 A7 L LTRI L, SHESFTICAWEZRS s BEHIW T b st ic Bk T2 28, BifE
RAATH S, Zhb0oRBHL A0COXRBREES T AR EER L0 I THBRL, Fx
v 7 FERVBIBEHALTRELE, FIARBZOWTIR FYAROEEERBOGEREEND,
FARATREBHIOWTIRT 4 A7 OB EEREENS, ThELWEFEEZEHR Lz, £HBOH
BRERIX, £&5 (ROEO) $tESMOETEE (0.39+0.01g/cm?, FH=EHHEE, n=10)
28R OFBEORGLLT, X—EFTRLE,

% 1. AMC HEIZHV 7z CWD #Ft
Ay BEE ERO REE RERSOER RRGE (FY FHEE HERT

i FEAE (cm) AROBESE em) {(gem?) R (%)

98-20-2 1 1998 2005 20.0 FUA (10.3) 0.22 55.3

154-20 2 1989 2005 20.0 rUA (20.0) 0.30 78.3

82-20 3 1986 2005 20.0 KU (13.0) 0.19 49.2

OTK4-1 4 AHl 2004 23.0 FTAARY 0.15 38.6

OTK5-9 5 AH 2004 20.0 TARY 0.12 30.1
2-2. A“CHIE

AC BIERAL B RFERAERETEEL ¥ —CfTo ., REHIH 80CHEy F7Lr—F E
T, 1.2M HCL, 1.2M NaOH, 1.2M HCl ZHWTEARMY —F L V& 1To 7k, BB L. B
EEBITARBFICHEH AL, 900°CT 4 REEMEL TH AL Lz, ELEREIY R1X, CO W
2ARUHTFGAFTAVORERICTHEM LU, B CO: HRASMET. AFEEHWT 620CT 6
REEMBRLTETL, 79774 b EEERLE, 77774 MATAI =g lOZ—5 v bk
F—itHAL, L EBREERNERETEE L ¥ —OIERERSTHICE > T HCBELHIE



FHEXAFINERRESHEERBESE, XXII , 2011.03

#F2. HEZE (cm) (HE (B oBRERETA7 i M —RDF A—F (Miyadokoro et al.
2003). 7u A b U —Xix, fH#h=aXEL®.

B a b

F 7 & (Picea jezoensis var. hondoensis) 22.8 0.59
FAL 7YY (Abies mariesii) 66.3 0.36
V7 ¥ (Abies veitchii) 70.0 0.18
2 AYH (Tsuga diversifolia) 60.8 0.45

Lz, R HERLICGEBO UWC ARy 7 S0 FEHERDBEDIZ. WCZEEHLWVW O VB (F
VAEE) AV, EREREE LTy a2 v (NIST SRM4990C) AW, oz UCRE
b AUC DEF KD,

2-3. Y77 LR A—TOERLIEHEOHTE

CWD OHR34EE FYLRWLT 4 27RO AUCHEEE L DEBEZRR TRV 77 L AT
—T k., BEETFTNVERWTERLEZ, FIARBET 47 2ARZBTI, BBUERBHZEEND
FiZ L OMEEA L, BN2KOHBEORHAFERRR DD, ThEhORE S EICE A TS
2 2 EEOBBEETAEERLE, ZhoDBEBEETARRIVEBOND ) 77 VIR - A—TE,
L7 CWD DER, ERL#EL0BBREERTS7r A M) —K, BXUXKRFO UCO
EOREEIT —FIZEINVTWAS,

ZDOETFTITIE, REEZEBLAEMOER (cm) X CWD ORERCBIT2ERTHY, *
OEMITER L #BOBEREREETS27 A M) —XK (F2) o CTRLHRIEBERE LD
DERELE, 207X M) —Rz kb, BREEZHERL 2B OoNMERO#E (nE4) 28N
L7z, WiIZ, 7a A P —REEBLAERRZLY, @S kE kiZ 1-n 0B 0LxoRk
BoOXEEnEZHELL

,,fl(k)%

2\a

lEL,.adlbi7aRr ) —RORFA—FTHD (£2), 2O b, kA OFERHE TOM

Vi, FUABRE LT 4 A7BBOENENRNORRICO>VWT, LTFOFIETHE LA,
FUARECIX, KRO@EICBITS FYAREYOEE Sk &S MICEBITHI L TVERD

7. E1a.bit, FUAREZELAEORNEHOHEAM TH S, NI ALEE P(ARHFFR Tt 0.45cm) .

HEROARNEIZBITS R VROERFAOEE 2x (0=x=P) ¢T5, 20O~ %, kEQADER

YEn LD L xBREVES (0FEW n<x, H1a) &, kDb xBhEWVES (=x, K 1b)

LT, SsOBRHAERERS,

(a) ne<xDHFA, kB F TOFRERE ScIT LB D PM20T (X 1a),

1,
Se(x)=—ar
k()zk

(b) k= x DA, kB £ TCOFERMEH S(x)iZX 1b M4 1, Ml 20 2 >HLE . =& 3.
AR 4D 2HOO=ATFO, HbE¥T420MBOEBEH RO T,
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Si(x) = 2x(lx1/rk2 =i ¥ lrk2 arcsini)
2 2 Te
=( Vrid = x* +rd arcsini)

1473
DX LTRDTE S0 ZMHEFAICHE S LT Ve RO, leid, FUAREZRBEBE»D
HIHEAKTHD, FIAROHBL OZFERE LT, FIAMREZEDEEOAOEE TR y & T
%L, R B EE Vi,
V= [ Se(x)dy
=2 Sdx)dy

x=Pcosf, y=PsinftEFZDT (X 1lc).
V,=2 fo% S«(P cos ) Pcos 0d0

T kFHOFHERER R LV S FUAERP B/NEVEER (DFEY ne2P) & . i LV HPH
REWES x<P) & T, ViOBEHFERRERS,

Q) =P DBPE. BiZre=x (®1b) RDT,

Pcos@

123

V, = 2_]'0%{P2 cos’ vre* — P*cos” @ + re* P cos B arcsin( )}do

(i) <P DOBA. le DO (0= 0=mn2) N arccos(%)< 6D L % r=x (X 1b) . arccos(%)z 1)

L& n<x (K1la) LRBDT,

0

V.= fms(%) 7ri’ Pcos 6d0 + ZIZ;{%) {P2 cos® Vi’ — P*cos® 6 + i’ Pcos 49arcsin(PCOS 0)}d0

Tk

X
b C
'\ <:|
e X, y
0
O p
3 4

\_/

1 2
B 1. FUARBHIBITZ kFEHOFERE COMBE Ve OHEATFIE. a. bIZT FIAVREEFLERD
AOEOERK., KMOHIIkEHEOERTHD. FILVROBRIEOELZ 2x35. alik
HOEBERE LD b xPRKEVEE (<x). bidrn XV b xB/PEVEE (n=x). SHROMHE
W, FYUAREBOOEBE Sk THD.clI FUANRERBENDAHEXK. O1X F U AVROFL.
EEOARNEZ BIKE ORAITRT. FEMIIEALEZSR.
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FAAZREITHE, BEd (cm) OF 4 A7 OMBEERATRDE
Vi=dnarx?

L. dOHIZBL TOEIZIIEE LY, Z0F 4 A7RBBORIT. BRUET £ X7 BREH
2R, FZRNEERPHTCHho THLEAWNETH S,
UEOFIETHELATE V2 HWT, kEBRERENTFFEFROVE R ZRAICL Y RDT

Rix = Vi Vi1

2EZLVo=0Th5s,

k £ B OFERIZIE, TOEEBEREINEZEORZIFO UCOBEESNTVH EEELREZ, K
SF MCOIRE (%) OfEIZEE, 1950 4E % Cik IntCal09 DHIEME (Reimer et al. 2009), 1951
£ 5 1997 4 £ Cid Hua and Barbetti (2004) OR|EME, 1998 45 2004 4F ¥ Cid Levin and
Kromer (1997) O#HER»LEHENELZHAVWE, 1FEOFERBIERENZERE m EH LRk
i (nFH, EE minF) X TOBFOFMMME R &, £OFWMBEE SN -BRBFED 14C0:
BE %) 2HITADLEEMAOAHEEZRD., ZORFHELZRB2EOHBECRLTELNLZHE
CWD REH2ED AUC (%) OWEEME Dm & Lz, FUARBOES, FIAROEESE I (cm)
Ll E| IBRBOEELFECHDWVIXENLTORS (0FED ISm) », I BHEEOEEX
DREWV (I>m) BELOWTRANIL>T, DuZ&kOXTRDE :

JRA,,
= b=x

1Z2rn DBE : Dm=
B V,-V,

IA

n ¥

ERkAm-k"'ERkAm-k

1>rm ©OFBE : Dm= ® =l
v+,

22T An B3TEE m EIRT BRET AUC O, E L Tx=5b2r,-2)" (). y=b2l-2r,)" ()
Thbd, —FH, T4 ATZHREOBRE, DunZROATRD:E .
N RA,.
D=

v

FlL LT, ERE20cm OF 4 A Z7EPHZoWTH LN, L (BB min4) L ACHE (Dn)
EOBBRETRTI I LR A—TER 27T, SEHW: CWD #E CII#ERRATH S
feth, RHEHTCESTH4MBOT A P —-REENENFNTCI 77 LA - =T 2 ER
L7,

BE#IC, BELL7 CWDRBODALC (%) OERAED 22 bD V77 LA« H—FI2Y Tk
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DB L THIEELHEE Lic, UTOFRGERZFH I HEE m+n F2HEMEEL L

Dn=D2Dy; £7iX Dr=D=Dp,

400 ] \
350 T \

3 300 f -

% 950 : L e Ry

¥ e \ AP
200 I At kN ~

% ’ _'../——* - -:y7 t\\‘/

Z A >

150 : / N —_—axvH
i ,".'. ) \

. —
-,

~19p0 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000
I (PR fE)

2. FFEEL AUC OHEBELEOEFEETTU 77 L0 R « H—7. HE 20cm OF 4 A7 RE
Ofl. AEHTELETS 4 BECT, ERLBBOBRETERTETr A N —RKDRFA—F g,
bBELRBI-D, FEEICHIELIZ4AARKDY 77 LR« I—T#ERLTZ.

4, FREEBE
4-1. AUC R L UL DOH# EE

CWD #REDS13C fHi3-32.8—-24.5%0, AC fEI3-16.5—186.6%c & 72o7- (£3) , Th D AUC
DEJEZ, ERBOER (1) KESWTLHE (rve, AAVITEY, YIFEY, axY
A FnFNOT7TrA ) —REANVWTHERLEY 77 LR - 71— (K2) Y TixH52L
THIEEEZHE LT (R 3) . WL 20 ORE-HEOHA G DY (OTK4-1 DAA T T E Y, 82-20 -
OTK4-1 - OTK5-9 O F ) T, #EMEEL LT 2 2OERELNZ, BFAE 1 OFRE

(98-20-2) DHHFEEIX, COMBEDOTr A P —KEEI NIT LV ERZ03FEE 1962—1968 £ L
WEESNT-, B 2 (154-20), EFE 3 (82-20) BLUVENE 5 (OTK5-9) OREBITIX, ¥F
EYDY 77 LR =T TCOREFHEDOHEMEPF O, £hEh 1968 £, 1939 FE2\ L
1958 4, 1943 R WL 1957 F L 2 o7, BIE 4 (OTK4-1) ORBITIX, AT IFEe Vv T
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EYOYT 7R T TCHREFOHEESF LI, THLFR 1954 £ L 1956 F, 1938
F£R0 L 1957 FE Loz,

EBABEOEA CTHRWERE 1-3 OREE (98-20-12, 154-20. 82-20) Tik. AMC b b
HEE ST EFEE (VO 1939—1968 £, & 3) A ERRICTEERE /- fEFEE (1986—1998 4E, & 1)
ICHAT 21-4ATEHVMA L 2 ole, ZTOXOREBELHIEBHELTE, V77V R - -7
ERRIZ W2 KRB H 14C0:2 DESTHAEM CORKROME KB L TWiaWR BN, RETN2ER
REURBREOBANBT oA R —RIZ LYo TEREREZ LTHRWEHBREME, X563 BE
BWT FUAREBEBRET 2EOBENNAZT I —, 2FD FUAFABHOPLEERS X D ICFL
TETWRWVWAREHER POEEREZ LD,

4-2. SfREEEBDOHE

AUC B OHEE I NI-REAE (F 3) FRBOBREE (R 1) LoHWE O & ofEER (1
ALHEAE) & LCR®D, £04@ERRE - HEBRHFER (1) »6 CWD OBEEEH Kk () %=,
O EE (Olson 1963) L VEE L :

k = -In (BEERFRIHERHE)

SyfEEE ERT, BIHE 13 0k (98-20-2, 154-20, 82-20) T 0.007—0.016 /4 LHEE S
7o (£38)e ZRODOHBEICHWE AUC SHTIC L ZNEEOHEEMIT, LB X HICEMME L
DHEELSHEENRTVWS, 2V OENESBRIFMECTH D0, DFHEEERITE/NIE L 225
T3, RBINLENE 1-3 0 3 REHZ OV T, EEOMEENLHEE Lo dE e i+
€N 0.099, 0.016, 0.041 " ThoT,

# 3. CWD EEDs3C + AMCERB L RY 77 LR « A—ThOHEE LS 5EE & SR,
P EEEERZE. vk (P, A4 ZEY (Am), ¥YZEY (Av), 2AYH (Td) OEh
FNoT7TeA RN —REAWTERLEY 77 LR s A— Y THEHTHEELR. na iXEZH
ERY 77 LR A—TICHBYET, MEFOHEEEIBONRPoI LETT.

AEE 8B8C  AUC Code  HEEHESE (HEEB) SFREEHk (F)

(%o) (%o) NUTA2 P Am Av Td Pj Am Av Td

98-20-2 -24.5 36.1+4.2 16818 1965 1966 1962 1968 0.015 0.016 0.014 0.016

154-20 -25.0 186.6+4.8 15820 na na 1968 na na na 0.007 na

82-20 -25.9 -9.3+4.1 15817 na na 1939 na na na 0.011 na
1958 0.015

OTK4-1 -32.8 -14.5+4.1 15819 na 1954 1938 na na 0.019 0.014 na
1956 1957 0.020 0.020

OTK5-9 -25.6 -16.5+4.1 16821 na na 1943 na na na 0.020 na
1967 0.026
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A5 4 - 5 DRAFL (OTK4-1, OTK5-9) D oEEEER k i1 0.014—0.026 /F LHE S hi,
Katsumata (2006) (ZANEHICISIT D CWD (E£ 10cm LA L) OHER (42.4 ton/ha) & {45
HE (1.54 toovha/E) 2R, CWDBIBHPER THH L HEL = LTaMEEESR k % 0.036/
FEL#ETLE, EEMEHIZBNT, BULDL 618 FKIB L CWD » 7#E (EE 10cm #24»
L 20em) FRFRIZOWTRD I OEREEH k 1% 0.012—0.0727%F (¥ 0.034 ) Tho
7 (Katsumata 2006), 4 E D A4C 2472V 7= OTK4-1 & OTK5-9 D EEROMEFEIRATH
D AUC HTIC & A RBEORHEHIZ OV TEEEERFTT 2 2 LIXTE v, B oo
EEBIIRER O G CHEE SO BHIC A - T,

4-3. 5% ORM

BFETCHERLEY 77 VR« —7, CWD REOERICNZ T, #H:WHEROEE
ERBRTD7rA ) —RE, RKEPO 4CO:z BEORFELIMOMEIZEINTWVWS, LedosT,
MEHD DV EDORFICBIT RO BE—ERBRPFALPTRVERIVEATERN, X
RO UCOBEIZIY, HIRIZ X B4 80, Suess TR & LTH LI TWSD 1900 EREABEDILE
BEHRICLIRZF UWCRED FH~D7 |+ (Tanset al. 1979), ELIZIXBBEOH KT R
2 E BB RO RFEOEBIZ X 5 /iRy 72 %8 (Shibata et al. 2005) BEEE RIEAIHEH:
BHB, ThbDI LB AC FHTICESS CWD OREE L HMHEOHREICEEERIEL Y S
FREHLEZERTHOLENRH D, L LY oXRETiX, SEECLEZEREET FUARE 2N
LT 4 A 73k E, LENHEC - ORBEICHETE 2R A8 H D, 57T, R¥YlcbizY oRE
ZIT ML O CWD REOSHTY, L0 BBV EERM LR LHEOFKICBIT S
CWD REOXHIT L, FHETRE L AUC DHTIZ L 5 CWD ORFEESH FHEE O EED
LML, SREDICRFL T SBERD S,

A

A EBRPFERAERSTRE V¥ —OBRIZIE UC HFIcBW T R W Wz, RERE
RERBZHEDOBXHERIZITRAN ZRBEWZE0Wi, EBRZABZHEE Y Z—DOF)IN
AL, FOGK, RHXEXRERBZFRRFAERZFREOERITIIFMEICK L THIEER
BE2WiElEwE, TIKRELTEHOBEEZRLET,

51 FH 3CHR

Berg, B., and McClaugherty, C., 2003. Plant Litter, Decomposition, Humus Formation, Carbon
Sequestration. Springerm Berlin (F}iR : ZRARERROEESMR & BRFERK, KEEFR,
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