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Radiocarbon ages for mammalian fossils recovered from limestone caves in the Dorogawa
area of central Kii Peninsula, Southwest Japan (Preliminary report)
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Abstract
This paper describes the field occurrences and radiocarbon ages of mammalian fossils from limestone caves

in the central Kii Peninsula of Southwest Japan. A femur of a Japanese macaque (Macaca fuscata) was
radiocarbon dated at 9,744-10119 cal BP, and a phalanx of a wild boar (Sus scrofa) was dated at 28,140 yr
BP; these ages extend before and after the Last Glacial Maximum. Limestone caves, in which many
mammalian fossils occur, are very important targets for revealing spatiotemporal transitions of mammalian

fauna during the past few tens of thousands years in the Kii Peninsula.
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