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Horse skeletal remains have been recovered from Holocene shellmounds of the Jomon
period in many places of Japan, while none from the Pleistocene human sites in Japan. This
seemed to give evidence that ancient horses of Japan (immigrated from the Asian
Continent?) should have come into appearance during the prehistoric Jomon period.
However, doubts have been increased as to whether the horse remains from Jomon
shellmounds really did originate in Jomon deposits or were later intruded to the deposits,
since an increasing number in recent years of much controlled excavations on a larger scale
have nevertheless provided few or no additions to those previous archaeological records of
Jomon horses. Besides, genetic examinations and cultural reviews have also raised
suspicions against the credibility of the "Horses of the Jomon period".

To assist to solve the chronological problem of the Jomon horse remains, the relative
dating by fluorine analysis and the absolute dating by accelerator mass spectrometric
measurement of '* C have been applied to a total of 14 horse bones from 9 shellmounds of
the Jomon age. The results show that none of the horse remains are to be assigned to the
Jomon period and that they are probably intrusions of mediaeval ages or later to the Jomon
shellmounds. Although further chronological investigations are necessary, our findings
demonstrate that there is at present no reasonable archaeological support for the existence of
horses in the Jomon period in Japan.
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