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'“C Age Measurement of

Konjyakumonogatarisyu "Suzukabon™ with Tandetron AMS.

Hirotaka ODA'’, Toshio NAKAMURA®’ and. Michiaki FURUKAWA"

Y Department of Chemistry, School of Science, Nagoya University

2> Dating and Materials Research Center, Nagoya University

The use of AMS has made it possible to obtain the '*C-age of ancient
documents, Afonjyakumonogatarisyu "Suzukabon”, by measuring paper strings
used to bind the documents. The "Suzukabon”™ is the oldest edition copied by
hand in the extant fonjyakumonogatarisyu.

Results of '“C-age measurments have brought us important information
about the age when the "Suzukabon” had been drawn(copied) and repaired. It
has been commonly accepted that the documents had been copied in the latter
half of thirteenth century. In this study, however, '‘C-age of one string
has indicated that one volume of the documents had been copied a century
before the accepted age, i.e., in the middle-twelfth century. It has also
been suggested that the "Suzukabon” may be one of the original rather than
a copied version of Afonjyakumonogatarisyu. In addition, we obtained evidence
that the "Suzukabon” had been repaired at least three times from '*C-ages of

the strings.
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