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Radiocarbon ages and significance of mammalian remains from Kiri-ana Cave (a limestone
cave) in the western Kii Peninsula of Southwest Japan
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Abstract

Mammalian remains collected from Kiri-ana Cave are listed as below: Mogera sp., Macaca fuscata,
Lepus brachyurus, Martes melampus, Nyctereutes procyonoides, Sus scrofa, Cervus sp. and Capricornis
crispus. Radiocarbon ages of two Capricornis crispus remains are calibrated to be 6890-6750 cal BP and
6630-6470 cal BP respectively.

At present, Capricornis crispus has a very restricted distribution around Kiri-ana Cave. The fact shows
that Capricornis crispus had decreased since Early Jomon Period around Kiri-ana Cave. Mammalian remains
from limestone caves are essentially important targets for revealing spatio-temporal transition of mammalian
fauna around the caves investigated.
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