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PREFACE

Here we publish the 23rd volume of Summarics of Researches Using AMS at Nagoya
University. The new volume contains mainly the proceedings of the 24th Symposium on Chronological
Studies at the Nagoya University Center for Chronological Research (NU-CCR), held on January
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12%-13®, 2012, and includes also the summaries of scientific research works performed by the
collaborative users at the CCR. Our two unique age-measurement systems, Tandetron AMS and
CHIME facilities, have been operated fully and steadily to fulfill the original roles in 2011. In this way,
scientific research works progressed well and in the symposium this year three special lectures, two
status reports, research summaries by two postdoctoral research fellows, 26 reports by the users were
presented. In addition, 3 contributed papers are added in the 23rd volume. It is really encouraging us
that several papers were presented by young students.

Prof. Suzuki is retiring by the end of March in 2012, who has been a leader as the director,
in many education and research activities of the CCR since the apening of the Center in April of 2000,
In particular, as a common contribution of University to the public, educational activities concerning
age measurements were organized and operated perfectly by him. Young students who had participated
in the activities several years ago are now studying hard as a university student in remembering the
experiences of taking part in the academic programs at Nagoya University. Prof. Suzuki has recorded
remarkable achievements in his academic carrier, and has received two prizes from the two kinds of
academic society. He will continue to help us with the research activities of the CCR as an invited
researcher after his retirement.

Sixteen years have passed since the 2™ Tandetron AMS system had been installed at the
Center for Chronological Research, and we have encountered continually several disorders with the
machine recently, though it is still producing a lot of important and useful age data constantly. It may
not easy to renew the machine immediately, owing to the rather bad economic situation of present
Japan. However, we should steadily take a step forward by fulfilling the research plans, to possibly
introduce the 3™ AMS machine at our center. Since steady advance is going on worldwide in the
age-measurement research, we must show our responsibilities by developing the new methods in
age-measurement techniques and improving the existing machines, but also by encouraging young
scientists who will be prominent leaders of this field in the near future. Hearty support and
collaborations are requested to all related researchers in and out of Nagoya University to make up the

center that promotes the highest level of chronological research and education.

(Toshio NAKAMURA,
director of the Center for Chronological Research, Nagoya University)





