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A writer identification of the old hanging scroll by handwriting analysis and the
generation measurement
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Abstract

The author of an ancient hanging scroll called “Issiki Zenmon toubun” transmitted in
the old temple JIUNJI in Okada, Chita-city is investigated. This is a memorial address
sent to Norimitsu Isshiki who was a feudal lord of Chita Peninsula and also the famous
military commanders of the Muromachi age, however the writer of this address is
unknown. The elucidation of this mystery is an important subject as local cultural assets.
We consider which the actual writer is Buddhist monk cum waka poet "Shoutetsu” or his
pupil "Shouhan", and judge it with both ways of the handwriting comparison and the 4C
dating method. That is an indirect judgment method with the substitute of an actual
works, because this method is a destructive inspection.

As the result of both measurements, "Shouhan" is identified as the writer of this
hanging scroll. The treasure mystery of past 300 years has been cleared, and a way of
recognition as a local cultural property has been opened.
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